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life and then for other persons, and the other
moiety was vested in B. for life and then for other
persons.1

DEVOLTJTION OF THE LEGAL ESTATE IN SETTLED
LAND ON DEATH OF THE TENANT FOR LIFE

It has already been shown that on the 1st Jan-
uary, 1926, the legal estate in settled land auto-
matically vested in the tenant for life or the person
having the powers of a tenant for life and the only
legal estates capable of subsisting in land are (1)
an estate in fee simple absolute, or (2) an estate for
a term of years absolute. Consequently arrange-
ments had to be made for the devolution or " pass-
ing" of this legal estate on the death of a tenant
for life. Had no such arrangements been made it
would in all cases have passed to the executors or
administrators of the tenant for life, and hence
very likely pass into the hands of some person or
persons who had no interest in the land.

To accomplish this purpose a special office was
created, that of " Special Personal Representa-
tives." The Administration of Estates Act, 1925,
provides that a tenant for life may appoint the
settled land trustees such special personal repre-
sentatives, and it goes even further, and says that
a tenant for life shall be "deemed" to have made
such an appointment. Consequently on the death
of a tenant for life, the trustees are in a position
to apply for a special grant from the Court of
Probate in respect of such settled land so that they

1 Stamford (Earl of) and Warrington, Be, [1927] 2 Ch. 217.